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1. Attached please 'find an expose made by the Office of 
Intelligenoe on Dr. Hans Globke, as well as a letter from Arouet # 
to the Office of Intelligenoe regarding, an interview with Dr# 
Qlobke. 

2. Dr. Olobke is* regarded widely, as* eminence grise of the 
Oerman federal republic. The pap ere are forwarded for baokgrond 
material in case future oorrespondanoe should, involve this 
gentleman. 
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OFFICE OF THE US HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMANY 
qj’FICE OF INTELLIGENCE - KEHLEK 

JSA /ph OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO : Office of Intelligence 

Analysts 

FROX : J. S. Arouet 

SUBJECT i Interview with Dr. Hans Gloebke 
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7 April 1950 
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(a) Dr* Hans Gloebke* s relationship to Chancellor Adenauer 
is muoh the sane as that oT , Blank cnhorn . except that while the latter 
dealr chiefly with tripartite questions — that le to say, with the 
High Commission — Gloebke deals with inccrnal matters. He is respon- 
sible for reviewing draft bills and reporting on them to the Federal 
Chancellor, and sometimes for drawing them up if they are enacted by 
the German Government. It follows that all laws enacted by the 
German Government go out at one point or another over his desk. He 
also has under his Jurisdiction the functions of the Executive 
Secretary, including the preparation of agenda for the Cabinet meetings, 
briefing Adenauer, and supervising the drafting of supporting documents 
required at these Cabinet sessions. V lthln the Federal Government, he 
Is regarded by many as on? of the main powers behind the throne. Hie 
office is assailed by Innumerable visitors, and even members of Parlia- 
ment, wanting special favors from the Chancellor, find it more effective 
to apply to Gloebke. Recently, for lnst&noe, an influential member 

of the Federal Government and another from the Hhlneland KLatlnate 
Landtag wanted to solicit the position of General Consul in Paris. 
Although they probably could have bed direct access to Adenauer, it was 
to Gloebke they submitted the request that he should keep them In mind 
for this position. 

(b) Gloebke is In his fifties. White-haired, be spectacle, 
e-e(v~ntlj dressed, his expression carefully controlled. Dr. Gloebke 
speaks softly, relatively little, and with great deliberation, weighing 
any remark he makes and every answer he gives as though afraid that 
any spontaneous comment might compromise him. Withal, extremely 
pleasant. He used to be a resident of Aachen, but lives now with his 
wife and three children in JCrefeld (British Zone), a little over an 
hour 1 s ride from Bonn. He intends moving to this city, but while higher 
Federal officials are given certain priorities with regard to housing, 
he has been unable to find adequate quarters so far. 
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2. Federal Agency for the Protection of the Constitution. 


(a) If the bill establishing this Agency is enacted in its 
present form, the Agency, theoretically under the special authority 
of the Chancellor, will be run in practice by the Ministry of the 
Interior. Had the Federal authorities decided — say, under Allied 
pressure — to place It under the effective Jurisdiction of the 
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‘Chancellor, Gloeoko (instead of fitter von Lex) would have been 
assigned the t^fek of directing It. As It la, and beoaure almost 
everything Intended for the Chanoellor goes over hla desk, Dr. Gloebke 
was obviously fuailiar with every detail of the project. He *new 
that Qeper^JL/lel^en was being rejected, but claimed he had not met 
him per sonaaiy, aftheugh he knew of hi a "as a competent and honest 
person”* He was also avare that objections were being raised to the 
appointment of Dr. von Fritech, but added that the rejection of one 
candidate out of the six submitted by the German authorities was not 
diatnnbing. They would have been Inclined to include him In the 
Agency because, aside from his other qualifications, von Fritech 
happenod to be the nephew of the well -known General -Oborst von 
Fritsch. Like Hitter von Lex, Gloebke profeesed Ignorance of any war 
crimes trial in which Fritech could have been involved. It must be 
assumed that. this was genuine ignorance or forgetfulness rather than 
deceit on the part of both von Lex and Gloebke, because Dr. CteormAyor} 
Frltgoh. the candidate in question, states in the brief autobiography 
he submitted (written in the first perFon) thpt "hie activities in* 
the German Army were examined thoroughly by a British Military Tribunal 
in Hamburg, and that this led to complete acquit tal”. Gloebke pointed 
out that he believed von Fritech was doing very veil in his la* 
practice in Mosb&ch, and that there was more eagerness on the part 
of the Federal authorities to Bee him connected with the Agency than 
there was on von Fritsch 1 s part. 

.(J>) Aside from Friedrich Vllhelm^elnz . who, as is already known, . ^ 
will probably be proposed, as nead or the Agency, Gloebke did not 
volunteer the names ,of othexjpotential candidates. (In fact, it was 
hot easy to elicit any comments he did not actually want to make; ' 
even a bottle of Bburgogne did not loosen his tongue unduly.) 

He stated, however, that the need for such an Agency was making . 

Itself felt increasingly. He referred by way of illustration to a 
telephone operator in the Federal Government who had been denounced 
as having Communist sympathies and being of questionable loyalty. 

A6 it happens, the investigation which was started at once, led far 
afield, and it took them & long time to come to & definite conclusion. 
He also mentioned the oases of two industrialists who discovered. 
recently traces of agitation among the workers. They Investigated ,/ 
discre'etly and found that the authors of this- trouble-making were, in 
both. esses. Communists masquerading as political refugees. Gloebke 
felt that cases of this sort could be handed much more expeditiously • 
once t he, Agency were functioning. 


‘Si.,- • State Secretariat for Foreign Affairs. 
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tot Adenauer's so-called "one-nan foreign policy"), Dr. Gloebke 
, claimed. ;that this was a project that had been under study for quite / 

Vaone tine* He explained that it had been In the tradition of the 
.'^German Government to hare a State Secretary for domeetlo and foreign 5 J t 

Affairs. Several applicants had been suggested for the first of ^ 

these two positions, but none of them had the required qualifications* ft, 
. ThsC eventual establishment of these two Secretariate would be due ; ' i 

fc V . therefore, Gloebke implied, to the discovery of individuals with , 
f- - the ^necessary : attributes, and not to the recent outcry raised by 

the, politic lana. As to the most plausible choice for the •Seoreta^lat- \ ; 
•r \ . o5;6ooUpatloh Questions and Foreign Affairs* {aq-lt will probably be;,/ 

‘ qa^bd)^0r. Oloebke mentioned the name of Frnpz* Eftneoher . the. 
v n o ft 1 1 o r . as a possibility. As he mentioned the name, -;V . 

£: ; '- * >Dr; &Ioepke gave the writer a searching look as if to determine; jhcrw 
L. y% ^ITS of f ioial s - might react to such an appointment (the appointment sq'f-XJ 
• $\V' ‘ Blueoher^ could be, construed as conferring on the Secretariat the *y.'**d 
F^i^^lhtdrt full-fledged Ministry of Foreign Affairs);;;*' M /jsj 
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*'(a); : jjr.'.. Glbehie stated that the Government was,' envisaging "aJ'Jdrtfft.^ 
hiil-on' this question, but that so far it had not -been -drawn Jap •:/ 
v - 'The/Federal eathoritlee hoped until nov that repre e.enteti ve s7.df; the; . 


i^werkapaf.t's. Bund and of employers, who .aafcr ec'ently.^1 n J -«> 
- to nahhagr eminent. When it .became ^par^enty 
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Dr. Hans GLOBKE was born September 1, 1889. Nov live*, in 
Krefeld, British Zone, married; has three children.. Studied 
law at Bonn and Cologne tJnivereitYes, and received the degree 
of Dr. Jr. Served as Referendar In courts In Eschweller, 

Cologne, and Berlin, 1921-1924. Regierungaaeseseor and Assis- 
tant to the Polizepraesident at Aachen, 1925-1929. Joined the 
Ministry of the Interior and was assigned to Division I, Ver- 
fassung &nd Recht (Constitution and Law). From 1935 on this 
section also handled foreign nationality, and from 1940 on, 
foreign administrative law, mainly In connection with occupied 
countries in the west. Globke wns regarded highly ir. civil service 
oirolee and was promoted from Oberregierungerat to Ministerial- 
rat In 1938. Globke and Wilhelm Stuckart, S-ate Secretary in 
the Ministry of the Interior, co-authored the official commentary 
on the Nuremberg Laws (Kommentare zur deutschen Rassengeeetzgebung), 
whioh was published by C. H. Beck & Co., Munich and Berlin, 1936. 

In March 1938 he was sent to A uetria for duties in connection 
with the Anschluss. 

Globke applied for -isewbereMp in the ICSDAr October, 1940, 
but membership was refused in November 1941 on grounds that he 
was not politically reliable • Re had been a member of the 
Zentrum rarty 1922-1933, web considered an ardent Catholic, and 
was personally acquainted with Cardinal Preysing. Globke Joined 
the Reiohsbund der Beamten, the NSRB (National Socialist Lawyers 1 
League), and was a contributing member of the NSKK. It is known 
that he enjoyed the confidence of several of the high ranking 
officers who took part in the 20th of July plolj. 

Immediately after the war Globke was interviewed by General 
William Donovan of OSS. As a result of this interview he was 
summoned to Nuremberg and heard as a witness seven times at the 
War Crimes trials. 

A former resident of Aachen, he was considered for the posi- 
tion of Buergermel8ter of that city in July-August, 1945, but was 
not accepted. Before going to Bonn he waB Vice-President of the 
Accounting Office (Rechnunghof ) for North Rhine-Westphalla. 

As personnel and civil service advisor to Adenauer, he played 
an important role in the drafting of the 1950 Civil Service Law. 

It is reported that he and two persons from the Finance Ministry 
prepared the original draft which later was adopted as the Cabinet's 
draft for this legislation* In the fall of 1949 Globke served as 
chairman of a committee of three which had the function of ad- 
vising on the transfer and equipment of personnel from the bizonal 
departments to the federal agencies. Also it is alleged that he is 
playing some oart In the selection of personnel for the Consulates. 
1 / 
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• Globke is responsible for reviewing draft bills and reporting 
on them to the Federal Chancellor, and sometimes for drawing them 
up if they are initiated by the Federal Government. Therefore, all 
laws enacted by the Government go over hie desk at one point or 
another. He is also responsible for the functions of the Executive 
Secretary, including the preparation of agenda for cabinet meetings, 
briefing Adenauer, and supervising the drafting of supporting docu- 
ments required at Cabinet seeelone. Within the Federal Government 
he is regarded by many as one of the main cowers behind the throne. 

He has many visitors, and even members of Parliament, wanting special 
favors from the Chancellor, find it more effective to apply to Globke. 

At a recent interview Globke gave evidence of being familiar 
with every detail of tne project to set up a federal agency for the 
protection of the condltdtion, but he volunteered very little infor- 
mation. He did state, however, that the need for such an agency was 
making itself felt increasingly. 2/ 

Ever slnoe hla appointment as Secretary of State in the Chancel- 
lor 1 e Office, Globke has been the target of considerable criticism. 

On November 9, 1949, the Frankfurter Rundschau commented: 

"Strange things happen in Bonn. .. .leading positions 
in the Adenauer government are given to individuals whose 
. names appear in a truly macabre light and who have every 
reason not to seek the glare of publicity." 

W ith reference to Globke* s collaboration in the writing of the 
commentary on racial lavs, the paper commented that this book was the 
one which "initiated the catastrophe of our country, the Reichs- 
buergergeeetz and the Nuernberger Gesetze". This was followed by a 
number of quotations from the book itself. In conclusion the editorial 
stated: 

"This fabrication - possibly the laws themselves - are the 
spiritual product of Dr. Globke, who at ^resent (one oan 
hardly believe it) is one of the closejtfana most trusted 
assistants of the Federal Chancellor". 

2*ore recently (April 12, 1950) Globke has again been discussed 
in the columns of the Frankfurter Rundschau . In connection with 
proposals for the creation of a federal office for foreign affairs 
under the Jurisdiction of a Btate secretary the paper observed, 
under the heading "The Kan in the Background": 

■The appointment of a state secretary would dethrone 
the most powerful man in the Federal Chancellor’s office, the 
oan who has his fingers on all the strings leading to the Federal 
Chancellor.... Although public attention was called to Globke 1 s 
political past, today he is the most influential man close to 
the Federal Chancellor. Globke, commentator of the so-called 
Nuremberg Laws, is practically speaking, the State Secretary of 
-.the Federal Chancellory. He advises the Federal Chancellor on ell 
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.^matters. Above oil there is not a single personnel problem whioh 
*ls resolved without hie Influence melting Itself felt. After the 
public attacks against Olobke, Dr. Adenauer must have deoided agalnet 
appointing him state secretary,, but the Federal Chancellor apparent- o 
ly does not wish to dispense with this oo-worker, and Olobke, for 
his part, is not willing to give up hie influence on the foreign service. 

Not only the press, but politioal leaders as well, have attacked 
Olobke* At the Marou SO meeting of the Bundestag, Deputy Lfltkens, on 
behalf of the SPD, asked Adenauer for an explanation as to why Olobke 
had been employed. Adenauer replied that Olobke* a oase had been 
(examined minutely by the Oooupatlon Authorities and that he, Adenauer, 
felt that the Germane should not examine questions of this sort even 
more minutely than the Oooupatlone Authorities had. 3/ 

Vith reference to his serving as a witness at the Nuremberg trials 
Olobke apparently did not ohoose to give any information the 
Prosecutor was likely to find useful. He told an interviewer, *?I 
was a great disappointment to him,' and he wasn*t pleased at elll" 


1/ Confidential Telegram, Fkt to State, No. 2395, ON 10274, 
March 22, 1960. 

2/ Memorandum, Mr. Arouet to 01, April 7, 1950. 

£/ Frankfurt Rundschau, March 31, 1950 


IsLPetterson 


April 13, 1950 
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